
NEWS FROM THE BERKELEY HEIGHTS PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

 

MARY KAY MC MILLIN EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER 

 

Hip-Hop dance star Reggie Williams recently visited Mary Kay McMillin Early Childhood 

Center to present his show: R-E-S-P-E-C-T Spells HIP HOP!  

 

Through this engaging hip-hop assembly, 

Reggie stressed to our students the 

importance of the Five Pillars of Good 

Character: Responsibility, Fairness, 

Trustworthiness, Caring, and Respect.  Mr. 

Williams combined dance instruction with 

strategically-placed discussion about the 

importance of being kind and good to each 

other during this exciting school assembly 

program. 

 

The children walked away with a few 

important takeaways: 

-Respect your peers, your teachers, your 

parents, and most importantly...yourself. 

-The importance of participation. 

-The importance of giving 100% regardless of the outcome. 

-The importance of trying things that might be out of your comfort zone. 

 

This assembly, sponsored by the MKMECC PTO, supports the Early Childhood Center’s 

social-emotional learning initiative and was thoroughly enjoyed by both staff and students 

alike.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MARY KAY MC MILLIN EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER (continued) 

 

What does it take to ESCAPE?  Grade 1 

students in Mrs. Emily Mulieri's after-school 

ESCAPE enrichment class at Mary Kay 

McMillin Early Childhood Center have worked 

hard each week by using clues to solve digital 

challenges relating to Math, Literacy, Science 

and Social Studies.  With a timed goal, children 

learned how to communicate, think critically, 

and problem-solve while collaboratively working 

together.  As each week progressed, children 

learned that determination and perseverance is 

the key to achieving success!  

 

Mrs. Mulieri’s ESCAPE program is just one of 

the many enrichment opportunities offered 

through the school’s PTO-sponsored enrichment 

program.  The next session of Enrichment will 

run from the week of January 6th through the 

week of March 9th.  The winter offerings include 

ESCAPE, Painting and Drawing, Whiz Kids, 

Reader’s Theatre, Brain Games, Disney Magic, 

Pinterest Party, and Star Wars, to name a few! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THOMAS P. HUGHES SCHOOL 

 

Students enrolled in Spanish language classes taught by 

Mrs. Shannon O'Shea at Thomas P. Hughes School have 

had a very busy month! 

 

Mrs. O’Shea’s students started out with their "Dia de los 

Muertos" celebration and have moved into their "La 

Familia" units, which go along with the Thanksgiving 

holiday.  All classes have learned the nouns for the members 

of the family and extended family.  

 

In Grade 2 classes, students have created family portraits.  

Third Grade students have created and played a family 

name activity modeled after the Battleship board game.  

 

 

Grade 4 classes are working on an extended 

family member family tree; and Fifth Grade 

students have reviewed their family members 

and are learning about the fall of the Aztecs 

with the arrival of Hernan Cortes in Mexico.   

 

All classes are learning the vocabulary for 

thankfulness while speaking about that for 

which we are truly grateful as we lead up to the 

holiday break. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MOUNTAIN PARK SCHOOL 

 

Students in Grade 3 and Grade 5 at 

Mountain Park School recently worked 

together on a STEAM-related activity, 

creating miniature character balloons 

like those seen in the annual Macy’s 

Thanksgiving Day Parade in New York 

City! 

 

Students on both grade levels worked 

collaboratively, progressing through the 

engineering design process to plan, design, 

and create balloons that could be inflated and 

then kept aloft at high altitude for the 

duration of an event such as the Macy’s 

Parade.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MOUNTAIN PARK SCHOOL (continued) 

 

Grade 4 families at Mountain Park School arrived bright and early for our first parent 

visitation, which was held recently at the 

school. 

 

Family members came ready to play 

math games, learn about Tone of Voice 

during a character education lesson, 

view photos of students working, and 

listen to their students' writing pieces.  

 

The Fourth Grade team of Mrs. Michele 

Guerriero, Miss Kathryn Morris, Mrs. 

Marie Pellegrini, and Mr. Jared Prupis 

were so thankful for all of the support 

they received from our families.  The 

teachers were also grateful for the 

officers of the Berkeley Heights Police 

Department, who were at school 

patrolling the hallways that day, and for 

Mr. Jon Morisseau, MPS Principal, for stopping in to visit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

WILLIAM WOODRUFF SCHOOL 

 

Election Day was an important day at William Woodruff School!  It was the day that 12 

candidates running for Student Council concluded their campaigns by giving a speech to 

the school community to share why he/she had the knowledge, experience and vision to lead 

the Student Council as 

President, Vice President, 

Secretary, and Treasurer. 

 

All of the students listened 

attentively and then cast 

their votes online, using 

picture and name ballots.  

The new Woodruff Student 

Council President is Jack 

Patti (pictured, far right), 

Vice President is Clare Fay 

(far left), Secretary is 

Jillian Hibbs (second from 

left), and the Treasurer is 

Lucia Montoya-Leyva 

(second from right).  The 

candidates not elected to leadership positions were selected to serve on the Student Council 

Advisory Board.  The newly-elected Student Council officers are pictured here holding 

UNICEF boxes that were collected during November. 

 

Recognizing the sacrifices and 

commitment that the members of our 

nation’s military make to serve our 

country is always on our minds on 

Veterans Day.  

 

William Woodruff School Fourth 

Graders taught all about the significance 

of the day during morning 

announcements.  The students were 

encouraged to reach out to relatives and 

neighbors who have served and thank 

them for protecting our country and its 

ideals. 

 

The Grade 4 students then participated in the annual Flag Ceremony, as they placed flags 

by the front lawn sign announcing to all the observance of Veterans Day.  Once the flags 

were properly placed, the students sang God Bless America to demonstrate their gratitude 

to all currently serving and who had proudly served our country. 



WILLIAM WOODRUFF SCHOOL (continued) 

 

Being Ones VERY Best is a prominent theme at William Woodruff School.  It is the belief 

that giving it your best in all areas is important.  Social and emotional learning are as 

important as academic learning.  In order to foster social and emotional growth, the school 

recently conducted assemblies on Mindfulness and Yoga.  The workshops for each 

classroom were focused on the impact of kindness on others, how to reset oneself using 

mindful sitting and breathing strategies, and how movement in the form of yoga can help 

bring calmness and balance.  Mrs. Jennifer Fay and Mrs. Lisa Gowan, parents of 

Woodruff students, presented these excellent workshops. 

 

Gratitude and thankfulness often comes to mind when one thinks about the celebration of 

Thanksgiving.  However, taking 

time to recognize what one has 

should be part of our daily living 

at William Woodruff School.  To 

help promote a reflective mind, 

the students had the opportunity 

to become involved in several 

activities.  An oversized pumpkin 

became the symbol for 

communicating the gratefulness 

of every member of the school 

community.  Each student and 

staff member shared what they 

were thankful for and it was 

listed on the pumpkin, 

prominently placed in the front 

foyer of WWS for all to see.  The 

students were also welcome to complete a gratitude card to take home to their families to 

share their thankfulness at the Thanksgiving table. 

 

The placemats were set, the butter churned, and the cornbread baked at William Woodruff 

School to commemorate the first Thanksgiving.  Grade 3 students recently completed a 

research project on the first Thanksgiving and celebrated the event by coming together in 

Pilgrim and Native American garb to enjoy a feast during lunchtime.  The Grade 3 

teachers at Woodruff - Mrs. Karen Calabrese, Mrs. Genevieve Dagan, Mrs. Kathryn 

Finkelstein, and Mrs. Kathleen Watkins - are to be thanked for incorporating this 

nationally-celebrated event into the students’ experiences in Third Grade. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COLUMBIA MIDDLE SCHOOL 

 

Students in the Top Chef II Family and Consumer Science class at Columbia Middle 

School recently engaged in a 

Food Truck and Dessert 

Competition titled “CMS Food 

Truck Wars.”   

 

Students were challenged by 

their teacher, Mrs. Leslie Lesly, 

to develop a menu of entrees 

and desserts, prepare these 

delicious foods, and then serve 

them to a panel of very 

discerning judges from the 

school community.  

 

Students could prepare the 

desserts using any method they 

wished.  Part of the 

demonstration for the lesson 

included fondant, which two 

groups incorporated into their 

dessert.  Students were judged 

for their execution, teamwork, and creativity. 

 

This group of CMS 

students swept the 

awards, winning both the 

entree and dessert 

category.  Pictured (left to 

right) are Madelyn 

Kinney, Summer Son, 

Jonathan Lopes, Linley 

Zimmerman, Sophie 

Kaltenbach, with Jason 

Vaidman.  Let’s hear it 

for these food stars (and 

calorie champs)! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



GOVERNOR LIVINGSTON HIGH SCHOOL 

 

Student members of the Claymore yearbook and the Highlander newspaper at Governor 

Livingston High School were inducted into the Quill and Scroll Honor Society during 

ceremonies held recently at the school. 

 

The Quill and Scroll Honor Society was founded at the University of Iowa in 1926 by 

pollster George H. Gallup and a group of high school yearbook and newspaper advisors for 

the purpose of encouraging and recognizing individual student achievement in journalism 

and scholastic publications.   

 

At GLHS, eleven (11) new members were inducted into the Governor Livingston chapter of 

Quill and Scroll and presented with the honor of being a member of a prestigious group of 

student journalists.  

 

Ms. Staci Toporek, Teacher of English at Governor Livingston and faculty advisor to the 

staffs of both publications, spoke to students about the principle of truth and how each 

journalist ultimately should place truth and the search for truth above all other ideals.  She 

continued to detail the responsibilities of membership before asking the following inductees 

to recite the membership pledge. 

 

Congratulations to the new members of the GL Chapter of Quill and Scroll: Amanda 

Anthenelli, Alyson Hagen, Jessica Henriques, Michelle Hom, Erica Kulback, Josephine 

Kwan, Gauthami Moorkanat, Rachel Mustacchi, Ellie Robinson, Sarah Sequeira, and 

Jessica Zhao. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DEPARTMENT OF SPECIAL SERVICES 

 
Recently, the Governor Livingston High School Percussion Workshop, a music class for 

students who are deaf or hard of hearing, has been featured in both print and on television. 

A link to the latest news story regarding the work of GLHS Music Teacher Josef Ellis with 

the district’s high school Deaf and Hard of Hearing program can be found here: 

http://newjersey.news12.com/clip/14933321/education-matters-teacher-comes-up-with-

innovative-ways-to-teach-students-in-music-class  

 

Pictured below are students from various district programs who engage in job sampling, 

vocational experiences, and internships in the local community together.  In this moment, 

students were returning from watering plants and attending to gardening around the 

school building at Governor Livingston High School. 

 
So far this year, community-based 

instruction at First Children 

School in Fanwood has been a 

fantastic experience for three of 

the students in the GLHS Deaf and 

Hard of Hearing program.  They 

are all successfully learning and 

applying skills that they will be 

able to use in the workforce and 

everyday life.  Mrs. Pam Pomo, 

district Paraprofessional, and Mrs. 

Kim Lalley, district Educational 

Interpreter, brought to life an idea 

to use Mrs. Pomo’s “unlimited” 

access to used tennis balls and 

donated them to First Children to 

use on the chairs in their 

classrooms.  Our students will count out the amount each teacher requests, deliver them 

and put them on the chairs in the classroom.  This idea was met with delight from the staff 

at First Children and brings to life the idea of incorporating community-based instruction 

and altruism. 

 

Mrs. Michele Gardner, District Director of Special Services, will be hosting an online 

webinar for parents of students with IEPs on November 13th at 7 p.m., Understanding 

Parents Rights in Special Education (PRISE).  Instructions for logging in to the webinar 

from the comfort of home can be found on the district webpage as well as the Special 

Services webpage. 

 

Up-to-date information on programs, services and supports can be found on the Special 

Services website by going to www.bhpsnj.org and selecting Special Services under the 

“Services” tab. 

http://newjersey.news12.com/clip/14933321/education-matters-teacher-comes-up-with-innovative-ways-to-teach-students-in-music-class
http://newjersey.news12.com/clip/14933321/education-matters-teacher-comes-up-with-innovative-ways-to-teach-students-in-music-class
http://www.bhpsnj.org/

